LAND

MONTEREY COUNTY

December 2, 2025

Mayor Nick Smith

City of Pacific Grove
300 Forest Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

RE: Support for Adoption of the 2023-2031 Housing Element and Associated General Plan and
Zoning Amendments

Dear Mayor and City Council Members:

LandWatch joins the Monterey Bay Economic Partnership (MBEP) and other community leaders in
supporting the City’s adoption of the 2023-2031 Housing Element and related zoning and land use
amendments to facilitate higher density development. We ask the City Council to approve Staff’s
recommendation by approving the Project consisting of the Housing Element and associated
amendments and rezonings and by certifying the final environmental impact report (FEIR).

The draft Housing Element currently before the Council has been a multi-year process involving
extensive public participation. Crucially, the Housing Element provides a blueprint for how the City
will meet its Regional Housing Needs Allocations (RHNA) requirements, including programs and
policies that will go a long way in ensuring that housing of all types is actually built. Of critical
importance, the Housing Element will enable the production of much needed affordable housing
for those who work in Pacific Grove but cannot afford to live there.

By amending the Land Use element and updating zoning codes to allow for higher density in
designated areas, the City will facilitate more efficient and sustainable land use while also ensuring
housing that is more affordable by design by virtue of its smaller size. Similarly, by allowing for
mixed use development in areas that have previously been designated only for commercial use, the
City will enable development that promotes walkability and creates rental units and housing that is
within reach for those seeking to buy an entry level home.

When people can live, work, and walk in the same community, the benefits are substantial,
extending to the environment and all members of the community. Reducing commutes reduces


http://www.landwatch.org

GHG and improves quality of life. People living and working in proximity to one another creates a
sense of community.

Each day that the City delays in adopting its Housing Element means vulnerability to the Builder’s
Remedy and stalled progress in alleviating our community’s housing crisis.

We commend the City for its work on the Housing Element and for the degree to which it has
engaged with the public and incorporated feedback. We strongly encourage the City Council to
follow Staff’s recommendation and approve the FEIR and the Project.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Regards,

LD

Michael DelLapa
Executive Director



